
Humberside Police members Kelly Edgar 

and Tracey Chaney  represented the 

GRTPA recently at a Summit held by Police 

and Crime Commissioner Matthew Grove.  

The summit which included members from 

all four local authorities, Humberside Po-

lice, and representatives from various 

Gypsy and Traveller communities was 

held  to discuss how to better manage un-

authorised encampments in the county. Mr 

Grove said much could be done to im-

prove the situation for all concerned say-

ing “The way to do that, in my opinion, is 

by creating designated stopping places 

for Travellers which they can be directed 

to.” 

Local Romany Gypsy and traveller consult-

ant Shay Clipson felt the summit was posi-

tive and a much-needed step in the right di-

rection. 

She said: “I don’t want my people to be crimi-

nalised just by going on with their lives. 

“The lack of facilities for Travelling communi-

ties in the area creates friction and now at 

least there is hope that North East Lincolnshire 

Council will consider temporary stopping 

places.” 

PC Kelly Edgar commented after the event    

“ Tracey and I were delighted to be invited to 

the summit and impressed with the turn out. 

There were lots of good discussions between 

the LA, Community members and partner 

agencies about how we can all work better 

together. I do agree with Mr. Grove that 

stopping places should be considered in fu-

ture planning.”  

Thames Valley Bursary Scheme gets its first Romani student  

Claire Woolhead (pictured 

left) has become the first 

Romani  to enroll on a 

Thames Valley Police posi-

tive action initiative aimed 

at  increasing  the number of 

BME police officers 

The pilot scheme , run in con-

junction with New Bucks Uni-

versity  will see funding pro-

vided for BME students who 

enroll in the Certificate of 

Policing  Knowledge course . 

Initially to be run as a pilot 

scheme, if successful consid-

eration will be given to it 

becoming an established 

programme. 

Claire, currently a student at 

Anglia Ruskin University 

Cambridge says “ I feel  

honored to be the first Ro-

mani on the course. I’m 

really looking forward to it 

and I hope my being there 

can go some way to counter 

the negative stereotypes 

that exist about Gypsies 

and Travellers” 

Humberside Gypsy Traveller Summit seeks positive 
solutions 
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Pontypool Police now have two dedi-

cated officers, CSO Pauline Lohfink and  

DC Hannah Lawton who have responsi-

bility for engaging with the large local 

Gypsy Traveller community. 

Working with the Equal Project at West 

Monmouth School, Pauline has created 

and been involved in projects which aim 

to promote the Gypsy Traveller commu-

nity in a positive light. 

Last year she  organised for six Year 8 

Gypsy girls to attend a local residential 

home and dance for the residents. They 

had cupcakes especially made with 

Gypsy designs on them and handed 

these out along with teas to those pre-

sent. The girls also talked about their 

culture and showed the residents pieces 

of art which described 

their culture. This event 

led to the girls forming a 

choir and they now go 

to the home once a 

month and sing old time 

songs with the residents, 

many of whom suffer 

from dementia. 

Pauline has worked with 

Inspector Sarah Taylor 

to train six Gypsy Traveller girls as 

peer mentors. Pauline says “ The girls 

will provide a mentoring service to other 

Gypsy Traveller children in their School 

and also in their community. Its really 

caught on and  we currently have a 

waiting list for mentor training with more 

of the Gypsy Traveller children wanting 

to be trained.”  

Year 10 and Year 11 girls are currently 

undertaking a beauty therapy course at 

the School on a Tuesday. Pauline has 

helped with funding applications and 

she and Han-

nah will be 

used as mod-

els for the 

girls to prac-

tice on as 

their skills 

develop! 

During the 

Summer 

Pauline and Hannah attended events 

at the Shepherds Hill site in Pontypool. 

Torfaen Play Scheme provided games 

and activities for the young people 

and a graffiti artist helped the chil-

dren on the site to decorate ‘The Pod’ 

which is to be used for meetings, play-

groups, Police surgeries etc. The three 

weeks of events ended with a barbe-

cue on the site which Pauline was in-

vited to and which was very well at-

tended by the residents. 

On Halloween, Pauline and a group of 

seven Gypsy Traveller teenagers at-

tended Thorpe Park on the annual 

Torfaen Youth Service trip. This was a 

great way to engage with the children 

in an informal manner and great fun 

was had by everyone! 

 

Hannah says “ Although 

the Gypsy Traveller com-

munity has been in Ponty-

pool for hundreds of years 

there is still a certain 

amount of misunderstand-

ing, mistrust and ignorance 

about the people and their 

culture. With this in mind 

Pauline and I have organised an 

awareness evening in November at 

Pontypool College and will be inviting 

the local community, Councillors, Col-

lege staff and students and members 

of the Gypsy Traveller community. 

Pupils from West Monmouth School will 

be holding an exhibition of their work 

and will be talking about their culture 

in a bid to engage with the wider com-

munity.”  

Pauline adds “ In terms of improving 

community cohesion and carrying out 

our duty under the Equalities Act this is 

really important work. We aim  to 

promote the Gypsy Traveller culture in 

Pontypool wherever possible by or-

ganising awareness events, exhibitions 

and talks which will involve people 

from both the Gypsy Traveller and 

settled communities. 

 

 

Other work in the pipeline in-

cludes: 

Pauline delivering a hate crime 

input to Gypsy Traveller pupils at 

West Monmouth School. Particu-

larly relevant due to the discrimi-

nation the community suffers and 

also to challenge some of their 

own ideas 

Setting up regular Police surger-

ies on the three sites in Pontypool 

Inviting speakers via Police net-

works ie Womens Aid to talk 

about sensitive issues 

 

Pontypool Police. A model of  good practice 
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“ In terms of improving community cohesion and carrying out our duty  under the 

Equalities Act ...... This is really important work”  

 



GRTPA Chair Jim Davies ( 

pictured left) was among the 

keynote speaker at this 

years annual Traveller 

Movement Conference in 

London. 

Titled “Operation Traveller 

Vote”, the theme of this 

years conference was 

greater engagement by 

Gypsies Roma and Travel-

lers particularly in the politi-

cal system.  Attended by 

community members, policy 

makers and service provid-

ers attendees explored the 

huge potential of Gypsies 

Roma and Travellers to  

engage with and shape the 

political process and help 

make sure it addresses their 

needs.  

Also amongst this years 

speakers were  Lord Ave-

bury,  Owen Neal of the 

DCLG, Sharon Hodgson MP, 

Padraig MacLochlainn Irish 

TD, Soraya Post  Swedish 

MEP and David Joyce Hu-

man Rights Barrister. 

 

Jim gave a motivational 

speech on the need for 

Gypsies Roma and Travel-

lers to become more en-

gaged with the Police and 

Criminal Justice System , 

using  the success of the 

GRTPA and the help we 

have been given as an illus-

tration of what can be 

achieved when a group of 

Gypsies Roma and Travel-

lers come together for a 

common goal. 

Following the keynote 

speeches individual work-

shops were run exploring the 

issues of Planning, Education, 

Criminal Justice Health and 

Media. 

 

After the conference Jim 

said “ This was a great op-

portunity for the GRTPA to 

take part in what is a high 

profile event  and to get the 

message of what we are 

trying to achieve out to a 

wide and diverse audience”  

GRTPA provide Keynote Speech at Annual Traveller 
Movement Conference 

Surrey Gypsy Traveller Roma  Forum member talks 
about her passion for improving GRT Education 
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FRIDAY 28TH 

NOVEMBER SEES 

THE JUDICIAL 

REVIEW OF 

OFCOMS 

DECISION NOT 

TO INVESTIGATE 

MY BIG FAT 

GYPSY WEDDING

– GRTPA 

MEMBERS HAVE 

PROVIDED 

EVIDENCE FOR 

THE REVIEW WE 

AWAIT THE 

RESULT WITH 

INTEREST 

 Surrey Romani Hilda Brazil left 

school at 14 , but in later life has 

developed a passion for educa-

tion and a determination to help 

improve the outcomes for young 

Gypsies and Travellers. Here she 

talks to the GRTPA about her 

work  

Currently I work for Surrey Youth 

Support Services (YSS) My role is 

to work with young people from 

Gypsy /Traveller heritage, liais-

ing with children and families, 

helping them to access the YSS 

Service. I provide individual sup-

port in their own homes, in court 

and prisons and also work with 

the various agencies involved 

with them , Health education, site 

provision , housing and accommo-

dation needs. 

I think education is such a key 

issue for young Gypsies and 

Travellers,  

                                                        

as it is for everyone and but               

there  is a great need to improve 

understanding of the issues that 

face Gypsies and Travellers in 

education and I see that as a 

major part of my role. 

I work with YSS officers assisting 

them with their work and advising 

on issues of GRT culture and iden-

tity. I also work within schools 

including special schools and pu-

pil referral units. 

I also work with the Surrey 

Gypsy Skills Project which aims to 

get those young Gypsies and 

Travellers who for whatever rea-

son find themselves outside the 

mainstream education service,  

back into learning. 

My work takes me right across 

the county and everything I do is 

aimed at  promoting better com-

munity relationships in Surrey.  

The Surrey Gypsy  Traveller 

Roma Forum play a very 

important role in this . It is 

now a completely Gypsy led 

group and we strive hard to 

improve outcomes for Gyp-

sies and Travellers in Surrey 

 DID YOU KNOW .......  

YOU CAN INTERACT AND NETWORK WITH OTHER  GRTPA 

POLICE COLLEAGUES  VIA  OUR COMMUNITY GROUP ON   

POLKA ( THE POLICE ONLINE KNOWLEDGE AREA ) 



See not the horror, taste not the 

stench of rotting corpses in that 

trench 

But mark the Gypsy, tell me the 
difference. 

Point out which among that heap 

there in the ditch is a Gypsy. 

When our men have died they are 

all the same. 

None can tell what pride or shame 

they felt in passing.  

 

So think about poppy blooms so red, 

whose colour marks the blood shed. 

So if this country did fall, 
Remember they’re equal, one and 

all. 

 

 

( Thanks to Nottinghamshire's Diversity 

Lead, Kev McCudden for sending this in ) 

Could the poppy bloom ever so 

red, 

Without the Gypsy blood shed 

there on Flanders fields?  
 

At the eleventh day, in the elev-

enth month kneel and pray. 

Are you sincere? 

The countless crosses, row by row, 

Mark the place where those that 

know are lying. 

How many then amongst those 

who fell, but given voices, stories 

could tell of mucker Gypsy? 

When Gorga, Gypsy, side by side, 
comrades in arms, obscenely died, 

They were then brothers. 

They argued not the rightful place 

of this wandering Gypsy race.  

 

 

 

 

 

Could the Flanders Poppy ever be so red 

An innovative scheme from 

Thames Valley Police, to try 

and break down negative 

stereotypes  and increase 

its officers  knowledge and 

understanding of  GRT com-

munities and culture,  has 

been receiving rave reviews 

from local Gypsies and 

Travellers in Thames Valley  

The Scheme is part of the 

Initial Police Learning and 

Development Programme 

for new  

officers, and sees student 

police officers spending time 

during their initial training 

period,  getting to know 

local Gypsies and Travellers 

on sites around the Thames 

Valley. 

Gia Screen , the Community 

Placement Co coordinator 

for Thames Valley Police 

says   “ Community place-

ments are not new. As with 

other forces we have been 

running them  

 for some years now but we 

hadn't considered  having 

placements on Gypsy and 

Traveller sites before .. But it  

makes complete sense to do 

this. Historically there has 

been a lack of trust between 

the GRT community and the 

police. What better way to 

address this than to work in 

partnership with the  GRT 

communities of Thames Valley  

 

Thames Valley Police  Student Officer Scheme a huge 
success with local Gypsy and Traveller Residents 

and the Local authorities  in 

helping train our future offi-

cers” 

The scheme works by allow-

ing student officers to visit  

and spend time on  Gypsy 

and Traveller  sites run by 

Oxfordshire's and Bucking-

hamshire's Gypsy Traveller 

Services (GTS) Gary 

Brewer, manager of Ox-

fordshire GTS says “ The 

residents on our sites think 

this is a wonderful idea. The 

feedback has been very  

positive indeed. In fact, the 

general feeling among the 

local Gypsies and Travellers 

is that this should have been 

done a long long time ago.” 

“ This should have 

happened a long 

long time ago” 



 

Submit an Article 
We are looking for interesting articles to include in future issues. 

If you would like to contribute, please email management@grtpa.com  

When submitting your article please follow guidelines below 

No more than200 words long 

Send info by email or word document  

Provide contact details so we can contact you if we have questions 

Articles may be edited 

Do send in photographs 

If you have any questions or queries please email management@grtpa.com  

We’re on the web......come and visit us at www.grtpa.com 

 Membership of  the GRTPA is open to Police Offi-

cers and Staff   from all ethnic groups  

 

To join or for any other information  

Please email   

Management@grtpa.com 

 

Membership forms can also be downloaded from 

our website www.grtpa.com 


