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Special Issue Newsletter Date 1 September 2014

Westminster Launch July 2014

The GRTPA was formally launched in Westminster on 17th July
2014. Hosted by the Traveller Movement, the evening entailed sev-
eral guest speakers and lively discussion and debate. Full details can
be found inside this issue.




Opening the launch and welcoming the formation of the
GRTPA was Andrew Slaughter MP. Andrew is the Member of
Parliament for Hammersmith and member of the All Party
Parliamentary Group for Gypsies, Roma and Travellers. In
October 2010 Andrew was appointed to be Shadow Minis-
ter for Justice with responsibility for courts and tribunals,
criminal law, youth justice, the Parole Board, Freedom of In-
formation and Legal Aid. He is particularly interested in hu-
man rights and is also very active in a number of APPG’s and
is especially involved and supportive of Gypsy Roma and
Traveller issues.

Mark Hammond is CEO at the Equality and Human Rights
Commission. He has an extensive career in local and cen-
tral government. He was previously chief executive of
West Sussex County Council, a post he held from 2004 to
2010. He first joined West Sussex as Director of Environ-
ment and Development, after holding a range of posts in
the Civil Service.. Mark gave a detailed speech on the role
of the EHRC in addressing discrimination.

Janette McCormick is currently Deputy Chief Constable in
Cheshire Constabulary and national ACPO lead for Gyp-
sies and Travellers. She has been in the police for 21
years, previously in Greater Manchester Police, where she
gained a wide experience of operational policing working
with diverse communities and voluntary groups. She has
experience of policing complex and entrenched issues in-
cluding gangs and gun crime. She was responsible for the
initial development of Neighbourhood Policing in Manches-
ter and is a strong believer of working with communities to
resolve issues, building trust and breaking down barriers
that create isolation. Janette gave a passionate speech on

the importance of having officers from GRT backgrounds
and how ACPO can work with the GRTPA




Petr Torak was born in the Czech Republic and is of
Roma/Gypsy heritage. He fled from the Czech Republic
in 1999 to seek asylum in the UK after several racially
motivated attacks by local groups. He is a serving Police
Constable in Cambridgeshire. This makes him the first
Roma Police Officer from Central and Eastern Europe
working in the UK. Since 2006 Petr has been actively en-
gaged in improving living and working conditions of
Roma families in the UK and other European countries. He
is a co-founder and current Vice Chair of the GRTPA, pro-
ject Coordinator at COMPAS Group and has provided
tactical advice to Police Forces across the EU and to
OSCE. In 2013 Petr became a qualified ROMED Media-
tor under the Council of Europe. His work has been recog-
nised by the ‘Exceptional Effort and Support Award’ in
2010 and by Medway Area Commanders Award in
2011. Petr gave an overview of the GRTPA including the
history of how it became established, the current member-
ship and the GRTPA action plan for 2015.

Zuzana is a Slovakian National of Roma background; she is a serving Police Officer in the town of Humenne

in Slovakia, working predominately with the Roma community. She is one of the very few Roma Police Offi-
cers in Europe. Branislav is a serving Police Officer, he is working in the town of Presov and his current role
is to supervise officers dedicated to working with the minority communities. Both officers, via Petr as transla-
tor, gave an impassioned speech on the suffering and abuse experienced by the GRT community in both
Slovakia and here as visitors to the UK. This was accompanied by a rolling film of pictures depicting the
living conditions of the GRT communities in Slovakia. They asked the audience to reflect on the poverty of
the Roma community in Slovakia.




A short film hosted by Save the Children and working to promote the rights and participation of young Gyp-

sies, Roma and Travellers was shown to the audience. The film was made to ensure young gypsies and trav-
ellers’ views were represented at the launch of the welsh government’s new Tackling Hate Crime Framework
in May of this year. The film is the start of a dialogue with young people as to how we can support them to
tackle racist bullying and hate crime over the next three years.

Click here to link to film

Jim is an English Romani Gypsy born in Oxfordshire and co-
founder and Chair of the GRTPA. He has been a serving Police
Officer with Thames Valley Police for 20 years and has a wide
range of experience including response policing, neighbour-
hood policing, restorative justice, computer forensics and has
spent many years as an operational skills trainer and personal
safety instructor. Jim has recently worked with Trading Stan-
dards agencies and Gypsy and Traveller communities in efforts
to improve engagement and increase awareness of the legal
requirements on those providing door to door services. He
regularly provides training to organisations and agencies on
cultural issues and inequalities faced by Gypsies Roma and
Travellers.

Jim has worked tirelessly with Petr to establish the GRTPA and
foster working relationships with other organisations. He gave
examples of racism he has experienced as both a Gypsy and
as a Police Officer. He is committed to helping both the GRT
communities and servicing Police Officers and Police Staff
tackle this racism head on and change current perceptions.

Yvonne is CEO of the Traveller Movement. She is a well sea-
soned practitioner within the field of community development
and equality and has held a number of senior management
roles. She currently sits on a number of advisory groups across
government and within the wider sector. She is responsible for
overseeing and leading the charity and all of its teams.

Yvonne gave a closing speech stressing the importance of the
GRTPA to the wider community.



http://vimeo.com/97508610

Launch Summary

The audience comprised of a vast ar-
ray of people including Deputy and
Assistant Chief Constables, Superin-
tendents, regular Police Officers (both
new in service and some nearing re-
tirement) and representatives from all
levels and ages within the GRT Com-
munities.
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Our website is shortly to be spruced up
with a complete overhaul. In the mean-

Breaking Down Barriers, Building Trust

Following the speeches the floor was opened for
discussion. Many audience members gave exam-
ples of their personal experiences. Some accounts
were harrowing and it was difficult to comprehend
that this level of racism and abuse is still happening
in 2014. A serving GRT Police Officer gave a vivid
account of her experiences and the abuse she had
suffered at the hands of Police colleagues. Several
members of GRT communities gave accounts of
discrimination by the Police and the wider commu-
nities. A young lady gave her personal account of
abuse from a teacher at her school. A senior mem-
ber of the audience recalled a terrifying account of
a heavily pregnant neighbour desperately needing
an ambulance and the crew not willing to enter the
site without Police back up.

The overall message though was a positive one. A
message that things can change and, with the
support and effort of all concerned , things will
change

The evening proved to be a great success with all
parties agreeing to work together to promote the
GRTPA in its aims to unite and support Police per-
sonnel from GRT backgrounds and also to foster
good relationships between the Police and GRT
Communities.

time if you have any questions, comments or
suggestions please email the EXEC committee

| hope you have found the Westminster launch
summary of interest, we are hoping to produce
regular newsletters for members and would
really appreciate your ideas, suggestions and
contributions on the content.

Please contact management@grtpa.com
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